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SUBJECT: EC COUNCIL MEETING - CHEESE 

1. BEGIN SUMMARY: SOAMES OUTLINED TO THE EC COUNCIL THE COMMISSION S 
DISCUSSIONS WITH THE US. WHILE INFO WE HAVE RECEIVED IS NOT FULLY 
CONSISTENT, IT APPEARS THE MINISTERS ENDORSED THE COMMISSION'S 
ACTIONS TO DATE, BUT SEVERAL OF THEM URGED PRUDENCE TO AVOID A 
"CHEESE WAR." END SUMMARY. 

2. THE EC COUNCIL OF MINISTERS HELD A SHORT, SOMEWHAT INCON- 
CLUSIVE, DISCUSSION IN RESTRICTED SESSION ON APRIL 14 OF THE 
CHEESE DISPUTE WITH THE UNITED STATES. SOAMES LED OFF BY OUTLINING 
THE DEVELOPMENTS IN DISCUSSIONS WITH THE UNITED STATES AND 
STATING THAT THE COMMISSION INTENDED TO STAND BY ITS CURRENT 
OFFER. SOAMES MADE IT CLEAR THAT THIS WAS MERELY A REPORT TO 

THE COUNCIL, BUT THAT THE COMMISSION INTENDED TO MAKE THE FINAL 
DECISION IN ITS MEETING ON APRIL 16 AND THAT IT WAS NOT ASKING 
FOR A DECISION FROM THE COUNCIL. 
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CONSISTENT, MOST AGREE THAT THE GENERAL MOOD OF THE MEETING 

WAS THAT THE COMMISSION HAD SO FAR HANDLED THE PROBLEM WELL 

AND SHOULD PROCEED AS IT PLANNED. HOWEVER, THERE WERE 

SEVERAL STRONG EXPRESSIONS OF THE DANGERS FOR US/EC GENERAL 

RELATIONS SHOULD THIS ISSUE EXPLODE. THE DANES, THE BRITISH, AND 

THE DUTCH ALL EMPHASIZED THAT THE COMMISSION 

MUST HANDLE THE MATTER VERY CAREFULLY IN ORDER TO AVOID A 

CHEESE WAR AND URGED PRUDENCE. THE GERMANS ALSO COUNSELED 

PRUDENCE. THE FRENCH, HOWEVER, URGED THAT THE COMMISSION 

NOT MAKE FURTHER CONCESSIONS. LARDINOIS SAID THAT THE 

COMMISSION UNDERSTOOD THE NEED TO PROCEED WITH CARE AND 

EMPHASIZED THAT HIS DISCUSSIONS WITH SECRETARY BUTZ HAD CONVINCED HIM 

THAT THE COMMUNITY SHOULD NOT UNDERESTIMATE THE FIRMNESS OF 

THE US POSITION. 

4. WE HAVE RECEIVED ONE REPORT SOMEWHAT AT VARIANCE WITH THE 
ABOVE. FREDDIE KEARNS OF THE UK DELEGATION TOLD A MISSION 
OFFICER THAT THE DOMINANT VIEW IN THE MEETING WAS 
THAT IT WAS RIDICULOUS TO GET INVOLVED WITH A TRADE WAR FOR 
4,000 TONS OF CHEESE AND THAT THE COUNCIL HAD INDICATED TO 
SOAMES THE NEED TO AVOID THIS POSSIBLILITY IF SOMETHING 
REASONABLE COULD BE WORKED OUT. KEARNS SAID THAT LARDINOIS 
HAD IN FACT BEEN ABSENT FROM A PORTIION OF TODAY'S 
AGRICULTURAL COUNCIL MEETING IN ORDER TO CONFER WITH SOAMES, 

WHO IS LEAVING FOR MEXICO, ABOUT WHAT THE COMMISSION SHOULD 
DECIDE ON WEDNESDAY. MYERSON 
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